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o ADDRESSEES

Some guestions have arisen ccncerning situations not
cifically covered in the Hazard Ranking System (HRS)
tructicns. In order to Fromote consistent application of thre
ERS, we are distributing written responses to these cuastions.
Please ensure that these supplemental instructions arz distributed
to the apprcpriate State and EPA Regional pzrsonnesl.
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ES TO QUELSTIONS FAISED DURING ERS TFAINING SZ&S3

How do you calculate waste guantity for a surface impoundrent
that has Lkeen periodically dredged?

T 7 Use the azverage amount of waste present in the lagoon at any
given time., If it is kncwn that the lagoon is not lined ard that
leaching hes occurred, consider if possible the amount releaced
threvgh lcaching.

QUESTICN $2

T For the direct contact route, can the population within a
crnie-mile radius include visitors passing through the area (e.g.,
pecople visiting a wildlife refuge located adjacent to a hazardcus
substance facility)?

ANuk_R
No. As for the other four routes, visitors to an arza do not
count. EHeowever, children attending school would be counted
becatse of the likelihood of their contacting the site.

QUESTION #3
To what extent is professional jucgment acceptable as a bas:s

for estimating permeability and depth to groundwater?
?-\.,n"‘}'\

local geology is acceptable as long as it is well docunente

QUESTION #4

Can people drinking contaminated surface water be used eas
evidence of direct contact?
ANEWER

No.

QUESTICON ¢6
For scoring surface water use, can cattle be considersd an

ecornomically important resource?
ANSEWER

pcprlation.



CUESTICH 37

" T 7 What 1s the surface water use in the case of a public
vater-supply reservoir which is within three miles downstream of
facility, but where the water intake is more than three miles Ir
the lccation of the hazardous substance?

ANSHER .

"7 7 7The use is likely to be recreational, but carnnot be
considered drinking water. The following sentence from p. 34 of
the KRS Users Manual requires clarification: “The use or uses ¢
intzrest are thcse associated with water taken from surfece wa
withnin a distance of three miles from the location of the
hazardeous substance." The intent here is that the surface water
used must be taken from a point within three miles of the locatizn
of the hazardous substance.

7]

QUESTICN %8

Eow do you extend facility boundaries for the direct cortacs:
end fire and explosion routes?
ANEWER
T For these two routes, you canrot extend the bounderies to a
coffzite location of hazardous substances frcm the facility unlezs
there iIs evidsnce that the concentrations offsite constitute a
significant direct contact or fire and expleosion threat,

QUESTION ¢9
Can irdustrial wells be vuvsed in determining populaticn servzi
tv grourdwater?
ANSWER
T " Yes, but only if workers are drinking the water in the

factory.

CUPESTION $#10
Can sbandoned wells be used in determining population served

[~ R
by crourndwater?
ENSWER '
T "If a well was closed dcwn bzcauvse of contamination, it rav e
used. However, it may not be used if it was abandoned for any

cther reason.

QUESTION #11

"How Go vou score a contaminated aquifer for which the source
of contamination carnot be located?

ENSWER

T "These types of problems can be readily scored except that it
will be difficult to obtain, data on waste cgurantity. Estimates may
be made based on observations of plume volume and concentrations

Jie

ol pollutants. Eowever, such estimates will frequently be

L



)
[}
r

5l2 estimate can be made, ths

infezsinle., If no re2scna s3%e
zuantity should be establisned as ®"l1" (any waste quantity groatsr
than 0)., Distances relevant to establishing targets may e bas:zi

on points of observation (e.g., wells of pollutants in the
rouncwater).

ZUESTICN #12

How are s
handled for Ge
NEw

tancby wells in a municipal water system to be
termining population served by groundwater?

~ Consider them as procduction wells.

QUESTICN $#13
Are tidal charges orsifs
upstreanm and cdownstream for surfzce water us
nsitive environment?
ANSWER
----- " Yes, but upstream flow must be Jdocumented since not all
tidally influenced streams experiencs reversal of flcow.

roind jgte

ancs (o a

QUESTION #14

Are cata on emissions from the stack of a presviousliy
operaticnal incineratcr acceptable for documenting an air

release?
ANSWER
No.

QUESTICN #1585
Eow 1is racdiation considered in the HRS?

Section 101(10)(XR) of CERCLA exempts releases of "source,
special nuclear, or byproduct material as thcse terms are Zefired
in the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, in compliance with a legally
znforcezble licernse, parmit, “e*ulation, or orcder issued pursoan:s
to the Atoric Ernerczy Act of 1354." Hewever, other radiocagtivs
raterials may te eligible, Guidance on the eligibility of such
materials can be obtained from EPA HeadGuerters through the EFA

fegional Offices. If a question arises regarding toxicity,
contact your EsZ ERS contact.

QUESTION %156

Can you clarify the definition of a ®"Federal facility"?
for exarple, ¢o you score Federally owned sites leaced by a
contractor?
ANSWER

ICW,

" All Federally cwned facilities should e considered Federal
facilities regardless of who operates then.



CUESTION t17
TCan a State subtmit a new site for the State's desicratad
p or‘ty site?

T Changes in a State's submission are possible under certain
conditions, Contact Bal Snyder, Office of Emergency and Remzcial
response, (202) 382-3999, for guilance on this matter,

QUZSTION 818

" TWrich EPA form 2070 series (inspection) shcould bz suobmittsd 22
ANEWE R

T “Tse the new form (2070-13) if it is readily available;
ctherwise the o0ld fcrm (72070~3) 1is acceptable.

CUTZSTION #19

What do we co if lab aralyses that might cdocunmznt an
"observed release”™ are late arriving? Can we suomit a scorz on
August 13 besed on the assumption that lab cata will show a

rélease?

ANSWEIR

T TIf the site corditions are such that you ars conidsnt tha
data will confirm a release, score the site as 1f the data wzra
ava:ilable. Hewever, when scores &re communicated on Aucust 13, bs
sure to indicate ;hose sites where lab analyses have not besn
completed. When you receive the results, please resport trem to
EPA Fezdguarters promptly. All cdata must be submitted and

confirmed by mid-Septenber.



